
    Sonnet Interpretation Project   

Project Concept:  Each of you will be assigned a group and one of Shakespeare’s sonnets.  You 
must memorize your group’s sonnet.  You will not be required to give an individual recitation, but 
you will recite it as a group on the day of your presentation.  You will then work in your group to 
create an artistic representation of your poem that aids in the communication of its thematic and 
poetic content and its rhetorical structure/argument.  This is not art for art’s sake!  The point of the 
project is to communicate the argument in your particular sonnet, along with its twists, turns and 
difficult details, to the novice reader of Shakespeare’s sonnets.  

HOW????  ON THE IPADS, OF COURSE.   

I am not going to tell you, outright, how you should dramatize and bring your sonnect to life. But, 
My #1 suggestion is that you use the Adobe Voice ap on your ipads to create a multi-modal 
presentation of your sonnet.  Adobe voice is the perfect ap for this project.  It will allow you to 
create a short storyboard that includes both the words of the sonnet and commentary with images.  
It is user friendly and has all kinds of pre-loaded content and themes.   It takes about 30 seconds to 
figure out how to use Adobe voice, so you can focus on crafting compelling content for your peers.  

A more time-consuming project for those truly looking for an alternative would be to create an 
imovie that dramatizes your sonnet, perhaps interspersing the words of your sonnets with live 
action representations. If you have another idea/ap you would like to use, you will need to run it by 
me.  

SCHEDULE OF WORK DAYS: 
 
Monday through Friday, the week of March 2nd & Monday March 8th/ [Tuesday, March 9th(H)] 
 
Presentation day: Tuesday March 9th (B&G) & Wed March 10th (H)  

 
Readings/Videos to inspire you… 
Group 1: Sonnet 18 “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8Osse7w9fs (sung by Pink Floyd’s David Gilmore) 
 
Group 2: Sonnet 55 “Not marble, nor the gilded monuments” 
http://www.poetryoutloud.org/poems-and-performance/listen-to-poetry  (James Earl Jones 
reading)  
 
Group 3: Sonnet 73 “That time of year thou mayst in me behold” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tapx-qzZBk  (a very British guy reading the poem )  
 
Group 4: Sonnet 116 “Let me not to the marriage of true minds” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8lgbyITv2A   
(Kate Winslet reciting the poem as Marianne in Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility) 
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Group 5: Sonnet 130 “My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xP06F0yynic (Alan Rickman – aka Severus Snape reading 
the sonnet) 
 
Group 6: Sonnet 128 “How oft when thou, my music, music play’st” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDd8FGCSfIU (Robin Scott performing on BBC TV) 

Group 7: Sonnet 138 “When my love swears that she is made of truth” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YLhu_f4Pwg (Royal Shakespeare Co. Drama Exercise)

SONNET 18 
Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?  
Thou art more lovely and more temperate: 
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 
And summer's lease hath all too short a date:  
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 
And often is his gold complexion dimm'd;  
And every fair from fair sometime declines, 
By chance or nature's changing course 
untrimm'd; 
But thy eternal summer shall not fade 
Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest; 
Nor shall Death brag thou wander'st in his 
shade, 
When in eternal lines to time thou growest:  
So long as men can breathe or eyes can see, 
So long lives this and this gives life to thee.  
 
SONNET 55 
Not marble, nor the gilded monuments  
Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme; 
But you shall shine more bright in these contents  
Than unswept stone besmear'd with sluttish 
time.  
When wasteful war shall statues overturn,  
And broils root out the work of masonry,  
Nor Mars his sword nor war's quick fire shall 
burn 
The living record of your memory.  
'Gainst death and all-oblivious enmity 
Shall you pace forth; your praise shall still find 
room 
Even in the eyes of all posterity  
That wear this world out to the ending doom. 
So, till the judgment that yourself arise,  
You live in this, and dwell in lovers' eyes. 
 
                                                 
 

SONNET 73 
 
That time of year thou mayst in me behold  
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang 
Upon those boughs which shake against the 
cold,  
Bare ruin'd choirs, where late the sweet birds 
sang.  
In me thou seest the twilight of such day  
As after sunset fadeth in the west,  
Which by and by black night doth take away, 
Death's second self, that seals up all in rest.  
In me thou see'st the glowing of such fire  
That on the ashes of his youth doth lie,  
As the death-bed whereon it must expire  
Consumed with that which it was nourish'd by.  
This thou perceivest, which makes thy love more 
strong, 
To love that well which thou must leave ere long. 
 
SONNET 116 
 
Let me not to the marriage of true minds 
Admit impediments. Love is not love 
Which alters when it alteration finds, 
Or bends with the remover to remove: 
O no! it is an ever-fixed mark  
That looks on tempests and is never shaken; 
It is the star to every wandering bark, 
Whose worth's unknown, although his height be 
taken 
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and 
cheeks  
Within his bending sickle's compass come:  
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,  
But bears it out even to the edge of doom. 
 If this be error and upon me proved, 
I never writ, nor no man ever loved.  
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SONNET 130 
 
My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun; 
Coral is far more red than her lips’ red; 
If snow be white, why then her breasts are 
dun; 
If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her 
head. 
I have seen roses damasked, red and white, 
But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 
And in some perfumes is there more delight 
Than in the breath that from my mistress 
reeks. 
I love to hear her speak, yet well I know 
That music hath a far more pleasing sound; 
I grant I never saw a goddess go; 
My mistress when she walks treads on the 
ground. 
     And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare 
     As any she belied with false compare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SONNET 128 
 
How oft when thou, my music, music play’st 
Upon that blessèd wood whose motion sounds 
With thy sweet fingers, when thou gently 
sway’st 
The wiry concord that mine ear confounds, 
Do I envy' those jacks that nimble leap 
To kiss the tender inward of thy hand, 
Whilst my poor lips, which should that 
harvest reap, 
At the wood’s boldness by thee blushing 
stand. 
To be so tickled they would change their state 
And situation with those dancing chips, 
O'er whom thy fingers walk with gentle gait, 
Making dead wood more blest than living lips. 
  Since saucy jacks so happy are in this, 
  Give them thy fingers, me thy lips to kiss. 
 
SONNET 138 
 
When my love swears that she is made of 
truth 
I do believe her, though I know she lies, 
That she might think me some untutored 
youth 
Unlearnèd in the world’s false subtleties. 
Thus vainly thinking that she thinks me 
young, 
Although she knows my days are past the 
best, 
Simply I credit her false speaking tongue; 
On both sides thus is simple truth suppressed. 
But wherefore says she not she is unjust? 
And wherefore say not I that I am old? 
O love’s best habit is in seeming trust, 
And age in love loves not t' have years told. 
  Therefore I lie with her, and she with me, 
  And in our faults by lies we flattered be. 
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Creative Presentation Rubric: Group Grade  (30 pts)  

Criteria/Grade Exemplary Good Fair Needs 
Improvement 

Preparation 
and 
Collaboration 

All group 
members are 
actively involved 
throughout 
process and 
presentation. All 
group members 
take a leadership 
role in one area. 

All group 
members are 
clearly involved 
in process and 
presentation. 
One or two 
obvious leaders 
stand out. 

Group members 
divide tasks 
unevenly, but all 
have a role in the 
process and/or 
presentation. 

 

Group members 
divide tasks 
unfairly; not 
everyone has a 
significant role in 
the process 
and/or 
presentation. 

Content Memorized sonnet 
is recited 
flawlessly. 
Interpretation of 
sonnet is clear, 
compelling and 
thoughtfully 
presented. 

Memorized 
sonnet is recited 
with few errors. 
Interpretation is 
clear, interesting 
and logically 
presented. 

Memorized 
sonnet is recited 
with several 
errors. 
Interpretation of 
sonnet’s meaning 
makes sense to 
audience. 

Sonnet is recited 
with many 
errors. 
Interpretation of 
sonnet’s meaning 
is not readily 
apparent to 
audience. 

Delivery Powerfully 
captures and 
maintains 
attention of 
audience 
members. Attitude 
is enthusiastic and 
professional; 
students maintain 
good volume and 
eye contact and 
use gestures to 
reflect content of 
presentation. 

Engages the 
audience. 
Attitude is 
positive; gestures 
match content of 
presentation and 
students 
frequently 
maintain eye 
contact with 
audience. 
Audience can 
hear 
presentation. 

Attitude is 
respectful; 
students use some 
gestures to bring 
content to life 
and occasionally 
make eye contact 
with audience. 
Volume is 
inconsistent. 

Attitude is 
casual; gestures 
detract from the 
content of the 
presentation. 
Students make 
little eye contact 
with audience. 
Audience cannot 
hear the 
presenters. 
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Sonnet Reflection Assignment (20 Pts)       DUE VIA Turnitin.com, Friday, March 13th. 
 

In addition to your group’s creative interpretation of your sonnet, you must each write a reflection that 
furthers your analysis of the sonnet by connecting its meaning to your own life, another text, or a current 
topic of national interest. For example, you may wish to connect the sonnet to a personal situation or that of 
a relative or close friend. You may also link your sonnet to another book, film, or work of art that emphasizes 
a similar theme or irony. An exciting third option would involve linking your sonnet’s meaning to 
current/political events. Keep this golden rule in mind: the wackier and more “out there” your 
connection, the more assiduously you must work to maintain a scholarly tone.  

A few guidelines: 

*1-2 pages in length, normal font & margins, no extra spaces between paragraphs 
*Keep introduction and conclusion short and to the point.  
*You must quote the sonnet and analyze the quoted text. 
*Close with a thoughtful last insight as opposed to reiterating a previous sentence. 

Reflection Rubric: Individual Grade   

Criteria/Grade Exemplary Good Fair Needs 
Improvement 

Analysis/Synthesis Analyzes text 
with 
sophistication 
and originality, 
taking risks with 
ideas. Concludes 
memorably with 
new insight 
based on careful 
attention to text. 

Analyzes text, 
taking limited 
risks with ideas. 
Concluding 
insight provides 
adequate closure. 

Reiterates content 
with some analysis. 

Ideas presented are 
generally logical. 
Concluding insight 
may not connect 
clearly to 
reflection. 

Reiterates content 
with minimal 
analysis. Conclusion 
does not bring 
adequate closure to 
reflection. 

Connection between 
sonnet and self, 
world or other text 

Comparison is 
apt, unique and 
well supported 
with quoted 
evidence and 
specific details.  

Comparison is apt 
and supported 
with quoted 
evidence and some 
detail. 

Comparison makes 
sense, but may not 
be supported with 
adequate 
evidence/detail. 

Comparison seems 
forced and lacks 
supporting evidence/ 
detail. 

Language and 
Conventions 

Uses highly 
specific 
vocabulary and 
sophisticated 
sentence 
structure. Ideas 
flow smoothly. 
Quotations are 
woven seamlessly 
into prose. Work 
is error-free. 

Uses appropriate 
vocabulary, 
correct sentence 
structure, and 
some sentence 
variety. Writing is 
coherent. Text 
references 
generally cited 
correctly. Few 
mechanical errors. 

Uses mostly 
appropriate 
vocabulary. 
Sentences may lack 
variety. 
Mechanical errors 
may interrupt flow 
of writing. 

Uses incorrect or 
inappropriate 
vocabulary.  

Sentences lack 
variety. 

Mechanical errors 
interfere significantly 
with meaning. 

 


